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Dear Families of Silchester, 
 
We’ve had another busy week at school and the children are really starting to settle into 
their routines with their classes. It has been lovely to see new relationships being 
formed between the children and staff, and also with Wilma, our therapy dog! The 
children have all got to meet her now and are keen to spend more time with her!   
 
Meet the Teachers! 
This is just a reminder that we invite you to come into school on Monday 23rd 
September from 2:45pm.  This will be an informal opportunity for you to see your 
child’s new classroom, look at the work they have started this year and to meet their 
class teacher.  We will be having open classrooms to enable your child to show you 
around.  Having seen their class and work, should you wish to take your child home 
before 3:15pm that day, they will need to be signed out via the front office.  We hope 
that those who are able, will enjoy the opportunity and that it will help you to get a 
better picture of time at school. 
 
Shout Outs! 
I just wanted to share a big thank you to The Edwards and Calladine families.  After that 
torrential downpour day, when the gutters overflowed and the children had to ‘walk 
through a waterfall’ to get into school, these guys volunteered their time at the weekend 
to complete some much-needed repairs on our gutters.  I know they may be 
embarrassed by a public shout-out, but it is this sort of community spirit and action 
that makes our school the special place it is – so thank you. 
 
PTA Christmas Cards 
This week, your child will have brought home a template for them to design their 
Christmas Cards upon.  Should you wish to place an order for any of the items, 
proceeds will return to school via the PTA.  Please see separate email for more details.  
Huge thanks to Helen Blair for organising this for us.  Please return completed designs 
to school by Monday 23rd September. 
 
Bags2School 
Should you happen to have a clear out over the weekend, we are having another 
Bags2School collection on Tuesday 24th September.  Please bag up any of the items 
pictured and leave under the bike sheds before 9am on Tuesday 24th.  All proceeds 
made by this venture go directly back into enrichment experiences for the children via 
our wonderful PTA. 
 



Here is a list of items that can be donated to Bags2School: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Halloween Alternative 
Sam Dunn, Children & Youth Community 
Pastor, is hosting a blazing lights party again 
this year. 
 
It is an alternative for kids that don’t like 
Halloween or get a bit scared! 
 
More information can be found 
here: www.ctat.org.uk/blazinglights. 
Limited spaces are available.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Changes to attendance rules 
 
As many of you may be aware, there have been several changes to the legislation 
around school absence and the details regarding penalty notices.  As a school, we 
adhere to the new regulations and will be adopting the same policies. 
The information in the poster below provides a useful summary of the changes. 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 
 

http://www.ctat.org.uk/blazinglights


  



Upcoming Key Dates 
 
  Monday 23rd September   Meet the teacher – open classrooms from 2:45pm 

  Tuesday 24th September   Bags 2 School Collection Day 

  Tuesday 1st October   PGL Year 6 Parents information meeting – 3:15pm  

  Tuesday 1st October   Year 4 trip to Reading Museum (packed lunch needed) 

  Friday 4th October   Harvest – receiving donations for Basingstoke Food Bank 

  Friday 4th October   Year 2/3 visit to St Mary’s to decorate for Harvest 

  Sunday 6th October   Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Festival 

  Monday 7th October – 
  Friday 11th October   Year 6 PGL Residential 

  Tuesday 8th October   Year R – 5 nasal flu immunisations 

  Thursday 10th October   5pm – 6pm 
  Phonics Workshop for parents 

  Tuesday 15th October   Year 4/5/6 Pilgrimage to St Mary’s (wellies and 
waterproofs!) 

  Tuesday 15th October 
  Wednesday 23rd October 
  Thursday 14th October 

  9am – 10:30am 
  Open Mornings for prospective Year R parents – 25/26 
intake 

  Thursday 17th October 
  Friday 18th October 

  9am – 9:30am   
  Year R parents welcome to Ladybirds Phonics Teaching 

  Friday 18th October   Tempest Individual Photos 

  Friday 18th October   Year 6 trip to Burnham Copse – Free theatre workshop on 
creation (after photos!) 

  Monday 21st October 
  Wednesday 23rd October   Parents Evenings 

  Friday 25th October    INSET DAY 

  Monday 28th October – 
  Friday 1st November   HALF TERM 

  Wednesday 6th November   Year 6 nasal flu immunisations 

 Friday 8th November   PTA Non-School Uniform Day – for collection of tombola 
items 

 Monday 11th November   Remembrance Service at War Memorial (Yr5/6) 

 Friday 15th November   Children in Need 

  Saturday 23rd November   PTA Christmas Fair – SAVE THE DATE! 

 Friday 6th December    PTA Christmas Market 

  Wednesday 11th December 
  Thursday 12th December   Nativity 



  Tuesday 17th December 
  6pm – 7pm 
  Christmas Carol Concert 

  Friday 20th December   Last Day of Autumn Term and break up for Christmas 
Holidays 

  Monday 6th January 2025   First day back at school for Spring Term 

  Monday 24th February 2025   INSET DAY 

  Monday 21st July 2025   INSET DAY 

  Tuesday 22nd July 2025   INSET DAY 

 
I hope that you and your families have a really great weekend, and I’ll look forward to 
welcoming you on the gate next week. 
 

Rachel Moir  
 

Rachel Moir  
Head of School  
 
 
 


