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Dear Families of Silchester, 
 
It happens early in primary schools, and this week it appears that Christmas has arrived! 
 
It began at the weekend when the Miles family turned Christmas Fairies and created the beautiful 
archway that now covers our entrance.  Thank you so much for giving up your time to do so – it looks 
great.  On Wednesday, we upheld one of the loveliest Silchester traditions, when several families 
gathered to walk into the woods to choose our Christmas Tree.  The children loved rambling around 
selecting their tree and were (thankfully!) helped by lots of dads who gallantly carried the tree back 
and put up in the hall.  It is enormous!  Huge thanks to Rich Edwards for kindly leading us and allowing 
this tradition to continue. 
 

 
 

Art Trip to The Willink 

In her role as Art leader, Mrs Dowling organised a fab trip for lots of our children this week.  They went 
over to The Willink where they got to take part in an art class led by The brilliant Willink art team.  As 
you can see from the photos, the children had a great time and it was so lovely to enable them to take 
part in this opportunity. 
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Junior Road Safety Officers 
After school today, our Junior Road Safety 
Officers will be giving out fluorescent slap 
bands to promote children’s safety when 
out and about.  All children are welcome to 
take one band.  If you are able to donate to 
their cause to cover the costs, then 
donations will be gratefully received. 
 

 
PTA CHRISTMAS FAIR! 
We do hope that you will be able to join us for the 
PRA Christmas Craft Fair this Saturday 23rd 
November. 
 
It promises to be a really special event for the 
school.  Our wonderful PTA have put so much effort 
into planning an occasion full of stalls, games, 
activities, grotto, raffle, tombola and all of the 
Christmas bells and whistles! 
 
Our School Choir will also be performing, so do join 
us for a singalong and enjoy the festivities. 
 
An enormous thank you to all of the PTA for the 
time and effort they have put into arranging this 
event.  I can’t wait to see the school full of 
Christmas cheer when the preparations begin after 
school today and hope that you all have a really 
special time on Saturday.  
 
Children’s Christmas Market 
From Monday 25th December, the PTA will be 
accepting donations for the Christmas Market so 
that your children can do their own Christmas shopping!  It's a lovely tradition for the children of 
Silchester Primary and something they look forward to each year. Classes will have the opportunity to 
visit the Christmas Market in the school hall on the afternoon of Friday 6th December. Items are sold 
to the children for £1 each. We therefore suggest each child brings a maximum of £5 cash on the day 
(ideally in a named purse or envelope that can be safely stored by class teachers until it is needed) to 
purchase items for their friends and family. 

  
We'd love this year's Children's Christmas Market to be as successful as ever, so we are asking for 
your help. Please can we ask for donations for the Market and make the following suggestions for 
each year to bring in (please make sure all donations are in good condition): 
  
Year R - Pet gifts 
Year 1 - Dad/male gifts 
Year 2 - Children's gifts (not items that are baby gifts) 
Year 3 - Mum/female gifts 
Year 4 - Dad/male gifts 
Year 5 - Mum/female gifts 
Year 6 - Dad/male gifts 



Upcoming Nativities 
The children in Chestnut and Hazel Class have already began practicing for their nativity 
performances.  They will be doing a dress rehearsal to the whole school and local nurseries on 
Tuesday 10th December.  We will then be holding non-ticketed open performances for parents, 
grandparents and others on: 
 

• Wednesday 11th December at 2:15pm 
• Thursday 12th December at 9:15am 

 
This year, our Ladybirds Class (Year R) are doing their own nativity Christmas show for parents on: 
 

• Friday 13th December at 2:30pm. 
 
CAMHS Events for Parents 
The Hampshire Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service offer some information events for 
parents, so we wanted to flag these to you in case they are of interest: 
  
PACE events (Free) – Alton, 23 Jan 2025 
https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/p-a-c-e-21-nov-copy/ 
  
Or Basingstoke 27 Feb 2025 (may be better for Silchester parents) – flyer below 
https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/p-a-c-e-21-nov-copy-copy/ 
  

You have to book on and select individual 
sessions: 
 
60 minute sessions include: 

• Eating Difficulties including ARFID 
• Trauma Recovery 
• Introduction to Managing ADHD 
• YP in Crisis & Managing Self-Harm 
• Coping and Resilience Strategies to 

Support Children & Young People 
• Introduction to Autism 
• YP with Obsessive Compulsive 

Disorder (OCD) 
• Looking After Yourself to Support Your 

Child 
• Connecting with your Child 
• Managing Anxiety 
• Artificial Intelligence and Safeguarding 

135 minutes sessions include: 
• Understanding ADHD 
• Supporting your Autistic Child to Thrive 

 
 
Furthermore, there is a full day session 
on How to cope when your child can’t - Thurs 
30 Jan 2025 (Basingstoke) Cost £25 – more 
information available at: 

How To Cope When Your Child Can’t Event – Basingstoke 2025 – CAMHS 
 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/p-a-c-e-21-nov-copy/
https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/p-a-c-e-21-nov-copy-copy/
https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/disordered-eating-copy-copy-3/


 
Christingle Toy Service 
Our very own lovely Reverend Karen would 
like to invite you all to the Christingle and Toy 
Service at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 1st 
December. 
 
During this service, they collect presents to 
give to local children.  This year, they have a 
list of nearly 1000 children in need who live in 
and around our area. 
 
Should you wish to contribute a new gift that 
can be passed on, we have a collection box 
in the office at school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And finally…! 
 
Santa is coming to town! 
 
The Loddon Valley Lions will be 
bringing Santa on his brightly lit sleigh 
to meet children along his route.  The 
list of dates, times and places are 
attached. 
 
He will be visiting Silchester on 
Monday 9th December starting at The 
Calleva Arms at 5:45pm. 
 
 
  



Upcoming Key Dates 
 
 

 Friday 22nd November  JRSO’s selling fluorescent slap bands after school – 
 Be Bright Be Seen! 

  Saturday 23rd November   PTA Christmas Fair 

 From 25th November   Receiving donations for the Christmas Market 

  Friday 6th December   Year R Theatre Trip – funded by our PTA 

  Friday 6th December    PTA Children’s Christmas Market 

  Wednesday 11th December – 2:15pm 
  Thursday 12th December – 9:15pm 

  Nativity Performances – Chestnut and Hazel Class 
  (Year 1,2,3) 

  Friday 13th December – 2:30pm   Nativity Christmas Show – Ladybirds Class (Year R) 

  Wednesday 11th – Friday 13th 
December 

  Year 5 residential to Ufton Court 

  Tuesday 17th December   6pm – 7pm 
  Christmas Carol Concert 

  Wednesday 18th December   Christmas Dinner at School 

  Thursday 19th December   Chestnut and Hazel Class – Nativity Trail with the church 

  Friday 20th December   Last Day of Autumn Term and break up for Christmas 
Holidays 

 

I hope that you and your families have a great weekend, and I’ll look forward to welcoming you back to 
school on Monday. 

Rachel Moir  
Rachel Moir  
Head of School  

 


