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Compassion, Courage & Respect  
  

Dear Families of Silchester, 
 
Your children continue to impress with their learning, growth and attitudes this week.  I have seen 
examples of resilience in writing, collaboration in problem solving, resourcefulness in maths, 
communication in discussion, independence in play and reflectiveness in editing.  Next week, we will 
be expanding our classroom work from HeartSmart and working together to share our ideas on ‘ways 
to stay safe’ (e.g. at home, online, on the roads, in the playground etc.) If your weekend has 
opportunity for discussions around this, then they will already have a head start! 
 
Hazel Class Explorers Day 
This week, Hazel Class got to ‘travel around the world’ to enthuse their topic of rainforests.  The 
children made their own tickets and achieved stamps on their passports by completing activities 
linked to each continent.  It was a joy to see the children engaging in their learning in this way, and as 
you can see from the photos – they had a blast!  Thanks to Mrs Hunter and Mrs Robinson for 
enhancing their curriculum in this way. 

 
Big Emotions! 
At Silchester, we always try our best to listen and offer 
opportunities to support our whole community.  As such, 
we have asked the Primary Behaviour Service to run a 
workshop for parents.  This will be an opportunity to learn 
from the experts about how to support your children with 
their emotions.  No parent knows everything!  And our 
children may flummox us from time to time, so this event 
will aim to share information about the emotions our 
children share and offer tips and tricks for our parent toolkit. 
 
We will repeat the workshop on two different occasions to 
enable both day time and evening options to try and suit 
everyone.  Should you know parents from other schools 
who would also be interested in joining, please feel free to 
invite them – all are welcome.  
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Ladybirds Superhero Day 
Ladybirds will be having their Superhero Day on Thursday 23rd January.  For this, all 
Ladybirds are welcome to wear superhero costumes. 
No need to buy anything additional – bin bag capes are perfectly fine! 

 
PTA Bake Sale 
Who doesn’t love a cake?!  On Friday 31st 
January, our wonderful PTA are going to be 
holding a Bake Sale in the school hall after 
school.  If you are able to contribute any cakes or bakes, all 
donations of will be gratefully accepted and appreciated.  
The PTA will be collecting ‘the goods’ from Maple Class in the 
morning of the sale and then all are welcome to come into 
the hall after school to start your weekend off with a treat! 
All proceeds go to our PTA who fund experiences and 
enhance opportunities for our children’s education in school.  
Many thanks to all involved – can’t wait! 
 
 
 
 
 

World Book Day 
It is a while off until World Book Day – 
Thursday 6th March.  On this day, we will 
be doing lots of fun activities to promote 
all things books and reading.  We will also invite children to come into school dressed as a book 
character.  In the interest of make this as easy as possible, we will be holding a ‘Costume Sale’ after 
school on Friday 28th February.  We’re giving advanced warning of this in the hope that you might be 
able to look out any outgrown/unwanted costumes to donate.  We’ll collect for the costume sale after 
half term – many thanks. 

Smart Watches 
Just a polite reminder that 
children are not permitted 
to wear Smart Watches that 
make noises, take photos, 
have games or can connect 
to other devices or the 
internet.  The principle and 
most important reason that 
they cannot be allowed in 
school is safeguarding.  In 
addition to this, they are not 
conducive to learning and 
can also be distracting for 
others.  Many thanks for you 
understanding and support 
with this. 
 

Golden Ticket – the above flyer offers a discount to anyone who might like to book a Golden Ticket 
Tea from De Vere at The Wokefield Estate who often support our PTA’s requests for raffle prizes. 



Online Safety 
Before half term we will be marking Internet Safety Day in school.  With that in mind, I thought I’d 
share some top tips from the NSPCC for how to support online safety at home: 

 



 
Upcoming Key Dates 
 

  Thursday 23rd January   Workshop for parents – Big Emotions led by PBS 
  (Primary Behaviour Service) 

  Thursday 23rd January   Ladybirds Superhero Day 

  Monday 27th January   Year R Height/Weight measurements with School Nurse 

  Friday 31st January   PTA Bake Sale in the hall after school 

  Monday 3rd February   Bags2School Collection 

  Monday 3rd February   Chestnut Class (1/2) Trip to Science Museum 

  Tuesday 4th February   Beech Class (5) Trip to Science Museum 

  Wednesday 5th February   Hazel Class Trip to The Living Rainforest 

  Friday 7th February   9:15am - Workshop for parents – Big Emotions led by PBS 
  (Primary Behaviour Service) 

  Monday 10th February and 
Wednesday 12th February   Parents Evenings   

  Tuesday 11th February   Internet Safety Day 

  Monday 17th – Friday 21st February   Half Term 

  Monday 24th February   INSET DAY 

  Tuesday 25th – Friday 28th February   WOW Week 

  Friday 28th February   World Book Day Costume Sale 

  Thursday 6th March   World Book Day 

  Friday 28th March   School Disco run by the PTA 

 

I hope that you and your families have a truly excellent weekend, and I’ll look forward to welcoming 
you back to school on Monday. 

Rachel Moir  
Rachel Moir  
Head of School  


