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Dear Families of Silchester, 
 
Harvest Festival 
Enormous thanks to all of you who were able to donate items for our Harvest Festival.  It was a lovely 
occasion for us to stop and be thankful for the food we have and the farmers who produce it. 
 
The Basingstoke 
Foodbank have 
already come to 
collect all of the 
food and these will 
be destributed to 
families who need 
it most.  It is so 
important for us to 
teach our children 
practical ways that 
we can live out our 
value of 
compassion to 
others.  Thanks so 
much for coming 
together to support 
us with this action. 
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Exciting Outdoor Improvements Coming to School! 

We are delighted to share some very exciting news with families. 
From next week, work will begin on a series of major improvements 
to our school grounds that will significantly enhance our children's 
play, learning and outdoor experiences for many years to come.  

These projects have only been made possible thanks to a highly 
successful funding bid to The Diocese, who have generously awarded funding for 90% of the total 
project costs. We are also incredibly grateful to our wonderful PTA, who have stepped in to provide 
the remaining 10% of funding. Their continued dedication and support mean that these ambitious 
improvements can become a reality for our children, and we cannot thank them enough. 

During the works there will inevitably be some short-term disruption, with certain areas of the 
grounds temporarily inaccessible and a little more activity around the site than usual. However, we 
know the end results will be well worth the wait and will provide lasting benefits for all of our pupils. 

  Augustus Garden Transformation 

The Augustus Garden playground area will be completely refreshed to create a safe, attractive and 
welcoming space for children to enjoy. Improvements include new artificial grass ‘Teletubby’ type hill, 
enhanced landscaping and a beautiful bench surrounding the existing tree. Once completed, children 
will have access to a shaded outdoor area where they can relax, read, talk with friends and enjoy 
playtime in a much-improved environment. 

  New Playground Equipment and Play Opportunities 

A brand-new climbing frame will be installed with safer play surfaces and dedicated sand play areas.  
No more will our children want to dig in the dirt when they have proper sand pits to use!  These 
additions will provide children with exciting opportunities to climb, explore, create and develop their 
physical skills in a safe and stimulating environment.  We know how much our pupils enjoy 
imaginative & active play and this project will greatly enhance those opportunities. 

  Enhanced Site Security and Wider ‘Let’s Play’ Spaces 

We will also be making important improvements to the front of the school by installing new fencing 
and gated access. As well as strengthening the security of the site, this will allow children to safely 
access a much larger outdoor area during the school day, effectively doubling the available play 
space.  All children will benefit from this as we expand ‘Let’s Play!’ to include Forest Schools and an 
Imagination Station!  We are particularly excited about the increased opportunities this will create for 
outdoor learning and play. 

  Chestnut Class Outdoor Learning Area 

The Year 1 outdoor provision will be transformed with the installation of soft all-weather flooring 
throughout the area. This will create a much more usable outdoor learning environment all year 
round, supporting continuous provision and enabling children to access high-quality learning and 
play opportunities whatever the weather. The improved space will also support our wider "Let's Play" 
initiative and provide even greater opportunities for exploration and discovery. 

We are incredibly excited to see these projects come to life and cannot wait to share updates and 
photographs as work progresses. Thank you for your patience and understanding during the 
improvement works. Together, with the support of The Diocese and our amazing PTA, we are creating 
even better spaces for our children to learn, play and thrive. 



The Playground Marathon! 
All of our children are geared up and ready to 
partake in The Playground Marathon this 
afternoon! All classes at Silchester will join Sam 
for part of his four miles around our playground. 
 
As Sam ends at Silchester, we're hoping to raise a 
crowd to cheer him over the finish line which will 
be on the Silchester field around 3:20pm 
TODAY.  If you're able to stay for a few minutes 
after school to cheer him on and show your 
support - it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Please do sponsor your child if you’re able using 
the following link: 
 https://sams-uk.org/silchester-ironsams-relay 
 
It is a great charity that directly benefits the mental 
health and wellbeing offer from Silchester School 
as well as many other local children. 
 
Then on Saturday… The challenge moves to Tadley 
Common on Saturday 3rd October at 10am, 
where families and the wider community are 
invited to join us. You can take on your own running or walking challenge, fundraise for SAMS, or 
simply turn up, take part and make a donation on the day. Whether you run a mile, walk a few laps or 
cheer from the sidelines — everyone is welcome. 
 

Black History Month 

As part of our celebration of Black History Month, some of our 
classes will be joining a special live assembly on 8th October 
with guest speaker Swarzy. Children will hear inspiring stories 
about people and communities who have made a positive 
difference, both in the past and today. The assembly will 
encourage children to celebrate diversity, appreciate the 
contributions of others, and think about how they can help 
make their own communities kinder, stronger and more 

inclusive. We are really looking forward to sharing this inspiring experience with the children.  

 
Preparing for PGL 

Year 6 are heading off to Osmington Bay next week for their 
residential to PGL.  We are sure that they will learn so much 
about themselves and each other as they try practical activities 
aimed at building resilience, independence and confidence.  
We wish you the most incredible week and can’t wait for you to 
return and tell us all about your adventures. 

 

https://sams-uk.org/silchester-ironsams-relay


FSM Eligibility Checker 
You may be aware that the Government has recently expanded the eligibility criteria for free school 
meals to include all families receiving Universal Credit. 
 
All you need to check is your National Insurance number.  If you think your child may now be entitled 
to free school meals, please complete an application using the link below: 
https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants 
 
If your application is successful, the school will be notified automatically. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office and we will happily 
assist in applying. 
 
Open Days 
If you have a child who is due to start reception next 
year, or know someone else who has children this 
age, please come along and spread the word far and 
wide about our Open Days! 
 
WOW Week for History 
 

The final week before half term (19th – 23rd October) 
will be our first WOW Week of this year.  Mrs 
Hammill has planned a memorable week of history-
based activities including a visit from a real 
archaeologist and the chance for all children to 
touch and explore numerous historical artifacts. 
 
Advanced Warning!  To end our WOW Week, we will 
be inviting children to come into school dressed as a 
character from history on Friday 23rd October.  This 
can be as a person from an historical time period 
e.g. Roman, Tudor etc. or a specific historical figure 
e.g. Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus etc.  We 
will then complete work with the children in the day about their costume and invite parents in to see 
our ‘History Museum of Living Wax-Works!’ from 2:45pm on Friday 23rd October. 
 

"Come dressed as a person from any period in history and help bring the past to life." 
 

Parent Support 

I just wanted to signpost you to the 
following website: 

Home | Hampshire CTSH 

Connect to Support Hampshire (CTSH) is a 
free online information and advice service 

that helps children, young people, families and adults find local support, services and activities 
across Hampshire. Parents can use the website to access Hampshire's SEND Local Offer, find 
information about childcare, family support, health and wellbeing services, local groups, activities, 
and organisations that can provide additional support. The website also includes a searchable 
directory to help families find services and advice tailored to their needs.  

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants
https://www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk/


 



 



 

Upcoming Dates 
DATE EVENT 

Monday 5th October – Friday 9th October Year 6 PGL Residential 
Tuesday 13th October 9:00 – 10:30 – Silchester Open Morning 
Wednesday 14th October Open Morning at The Hurst added for Silchester 
Friday 16th October PTA Break the Rules Day 
Monday 19th – Friday 23rd October WOW Week for History 
Monday 19th October School Photos 
Tuesday 20th October Archaeology Day – History Visitor 
Wednesday 21st October 9:00 – 10:30 – Silchester Open Morning 
Friday 23rd October Historical Dress-Up for WOW Week to History Museum! 
Monday 26th – Friday 30th October HALF TERM 
Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th November Parents Evenings 
Thursday 5th November 9:00 – 10:30 – Silchester Open Morning 
Friday 6th November Bags2School Collection 
Saturday 7th November Silchester Fireworks 
Thursday 12th – Friday 13th November Year 5 Ufton Court Residential 
Tuesday 17th November Drama Workshop in school 
Friday 20th November PTA Non-Uniform Day (for tombola donations) 
Saturday 28th November PTA Christmas Fair 
Monday 30th November Flu Immunisations in school 
Wednesday 2nd December PTA Children’s Christmas Market 
Wednesday 2nd December 18:30 – PTA Wreath Making 
Friday 4th December PTA Children’s Christmas Market 
Wednesday 9th December 9:15am - Year 1/2 Nativity Performance for Parents 
Thursday 10th December 2:15pm - Year 1/2 Nativity Performance for Parents 
Friday 11th December 2:30pm - Ladybirds Christmas Show 
Wednesday 16th December Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 
Wednesday 16th December 2:30pm - Rocksteady Concert 
Friday 18th December LAST DAY OF TERM 
INSET Days • Monday 4th January 2027 

• Monday 22nd February 2027 
• Friday 28th May 2027 
• Wednesday 21st July 2027 

Amazon Wish List https://amzn.eu/diet9uj 
 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend and I’ll look forward to welcoming you back at the gate on Monday. 
 

Rachel Moir 
Rachel Moir  
Head of School 

 
 
 

https://amzn.eu/diet9uj


The Hurst School Open Evening and Mornings 
 
Open Mornings (Year 6 Silchester only) 
Hurst Open Mornings, held during the school day, offer a chance to see the school in action, enjoy a 
prefect-led tour, and speak with a member of our Senior Leadership Team. This will take place on 
Wednesday 14th October from 9:15am-10:15am. You will need to book a place to attend the Open 
Morning. Please contact the school reception on 0118 981 7474. 
 
If you can’t make the Silchester Only one, 
others are available Tuesday, 6th October – 
Thursday 8th October.  To reserve a space, for 
you and your child, on an Open Morning 
session, please follow this link: https://Book 
on Y6 Open Morning . Should you have any 
queries with booking, please kindly 
email:  admissions@thehurst.school 
 

Any children who attend this will of course 
receive authorised absence; however, we 
would be grateful if you’d let the office know 
so that we don’t chase you with phone calls 
for their whereabouts! 

 

Our open events are a perfect introduction to St 
Gabriel’s and allow you to discover for yourself 

all that St Gabriel's has to offer. 

Meet the staff; explore our facilities and 
beautiful grounds and speak with our Principal 

over coffee and home-made cakes.  Our 
admissions team will also be on hand to answer 
any questions about applying for a place in the 

different areas of the school. 

To book a place please use this link: 

St Gabriel’s - Book Your Visit 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fuk%2FGYDP&data=05%7C02%7Crachel.fisher%40thehurst.school%7C98ede12b35014660c09608df100d9a22%7C3f7f354f1c04475c933a45b20809909e%7C0%7C0%7C639247322746515996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=opb3%2FJlI1ee3V4xIvnLEjuHWzCn8iGy%2Fj1LCN5kN%2Bz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fuk%2FGYDP&data=05%7C02%7Crachel.fisher%40thehurst.school%7C98ede12b35014660c09608df100d9a22%7C3f7f354f1c04475c933a45b20809909e%7C0%7C0%7C639247322746515996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=opb3%2FJlI1ee3V4xIvnLEjuHWzCn8iGy%2Fj1LCN5kN%2Bz4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:admissions@thehurst.school
https://www.stgabriels.co.uk/bookyourvisit


Drama Class 

Would your child enjoy drama but find walking 
into a brand-new class difficult? StageAbility’s 
free Drama Discovery Experience in Burghfield 
Common offers an easier way to begin. 

On Monday 12 October, children can attend 
with a parent or carer and watch around 20 
minutes of a funny audience participation 
class, without any pressure to perform or join 
in. If they enjoy what they see, they can return 
on Monday 19 October to take part in a fun 
comedy and pantomime class. 

Both sessions are completely free, but 
advance booking is required. Find out more 
and reserve a place here: 
https://pbbl.uk/4rsEbdF 

https://pbbl.uk/4rsEbdF

