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Compassion, Courage & Respect  
  

Dear Families of Silchester, 
 
Season’s greetings, Christmas cheer and goodwill to you all!  Heartfelt thanks, as always, for your 
support and care for our school this term.  As we head off into the holidays, we want to share some 
highlights from each classes curriculum and learning so far this year: 
 
Mrs Dowling says… 
Goodness what a first term! Ladybird Class have made 
me one proud teacher with all that they have achieved so 
far. They have hit the curriculum at lightning speed and 
are all reading and writing cvc words, subitising to 5, 
becoming excellent sharers, just to name a few! We have 
had a magical term with our drama workshop, trip to the 
theatre, Germany afternoon and being brave performing 
on the stage to our families and friends. I suspect the 
children are all looking forward to a good rest and I can’t 
wait to welcome them back in the New Year        
 
Miss Dodson and Mrs Hammill say… 
This half term, our learning theme has been “Making and 
Creating”, with a special focus on the story The Disgusting Sandwich. The children had great fun 
creating their own revolting sandwiches and writing step-by-step instructions for their most favourite 
sandwich, exploring the use of imperative (bossy) verbs to make their writing clear and effective. 
Alongside this, we have also spent a huge amount of time preparing for the Nativity. The children 
worked incredibly hard learning songs, and their enthusiasm and effort truly shone through in the 
performance. They should be extremely proud of themselves, and we hope you enjoyed watching it as 
much as we enjoyed preparing it!  As part of our History topic on Toys we created our own Chestnut 
Class Museum and investigated lots of toys old and new. We also had fun finding out about the 
games we played in the past with a visit from a grandparent.  

The Autumn 2 half term is always a 
magical time, filled with all things 
Nativity and Christmas. To round 
off our “Making and Creating” 
topic, we enjoyed lots of festive 
activities this week, including 
decorating Christmas biscuits, 
sewing our own DT Christmas 
stockings, making Christmas cards 
and making cheerful, dangly 
snowmen! We wish you a 
wonderful Christmas full of joy and 
happiness and I look forward to 
welcoming you back after the 
Christmas holidays 
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Miss Mitchell says… 
It’s been a busy half term filled with fun, festivities, forest school and flu — but we made it! This term 
we welcomed Miss Thompson into our class, and we thank her for all the Friday fun she’s brought. We 
have shone so brightly in our Twinkly Nativity, and we hope you all enjoyed our show. Thank you for 
supporting your child with both their lines and their costumes!   Forest School has been a real 
highlight, and we’ve loved taking part in activities such as bug hunting, tree climbing, den building and 
more. We’ve also been working hard to learn our times tables, and some of us have even earned our 
apprentice certificates. 
 
Our topic this term has been Up, Up and Away, where we learned about how flight has changed over 
time and how it affects us. We kick-started our learning with a paper aeroplane competition — here 
we all are getting ready to test our creations.  From all the adults who work in Hazel Class, we want to 
wish you a very Merry Christmas, and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year for another 
exciting term of learning. 

 



Miss McNally and Mrs Hammill say… 
Autumn Term 2 has been an exciting and inspiring half term for Sycamore Class, centred around our 
Antarctica topic. The children were incredibly lucky to take part in a live assembly with polar 
explorer Robert Swan, who spoke about his experiences in Antarctica and the importance of 
protecting our planet. This was followed by our fantastic Antarctica Experience Day at Gilbert 
White, which really brought our learning to life. 
 
In English, the children produced some of 
their best writing so far, creating detailed and 
imaginative travel guides to Antarctica. They 
worked hard to organise their ideas clearly and 
used ambitious vocabulary to describe the 
landscapes, wildlife and extreme conditions of the 
continent. 
 
In Maths, we focused on fact families, exploring 
the relationships between multiplication and 
division. We then began our journey into fractions, 
carefully laying the foundations using key 
vocabulary such as equal, part and whole to 
support secure understanding moving forward. 
Our work on team building and resilience has 
continued in PE, with children developing confidence, cooperation and perseverance through a range 
of physical challenges.  In Science, we explored electricity and circuits. The children showed 
excellent problem-solving skills, carefully troubleshooting why a circuit might not work, even when it 
appeared correct at first glance. 
It has been a busy, enriching half term, and we are so proud of the enthusiasm, curiosity and 
resilience Sycamore Class have shown throughout their learning. 
 

Mrs Forrester and Mrs Cook say… 
Year 5 have had a fantastic term, and we are 
extremely proud of their enthusiasm and effort. We 
began the term with an exciting trip to Ufton Court, 
where the children took part in team-building 
activities, woodland games, a super senses trail, 
den building, a campfire and a boogie bash. They 
demonstrated our learning behaviours of 
independence, collaboration, communication and 
resilience throughout. In English, the children 
explored The Tempest by William Shakespeare, 
writing their own playscripts and performing 
scenes with excellent acting and characterisation. 
In Maths, the children worked hard on fractions, 
shape and translation, showing great focus and 
perseverance. During RE, Year 5 enjoyed thoughtful 
discussions about the two birth narratives and 
explored different interpretations. In Design and 
Technology, the children created a Christmas 

decoration while practising their sewing skills. They all took great care in their work and we hope you 
enjoy their creations!  
 
Well done, Year 5, for such a positive and successful Autumn term! 



Miss Dadral says… 
Year 6, you have been absolutely amazing this Autumn 
2! We had an incredible WW2 day and truly immersed 
ourselves in learning about the war. You explored the 
Windrush story with curiosity and respect, creating some 
outstanding pieces of work. In English, you expanded 
your writing skills through Rose Blanche and showed real 
empathy for those who suffered during the war—
something I am so proud of. In maths, we tackled adding 
and subtracting fractions with different denominators. It 
was tricky at times, but you all showed resilience and are 
definitely on the right path! I can’t wait to see all the 
fantastic things you will achieve in the new year. 
 
Whole School Reindeer Run 
We are so looking forward to ending our term with our reindeer run!  All children will be making their 
own antlers and participating in the run this afternoon to try and raise money for St Michael’s 
Hospice.  It feels like the perfect amalgamation of creativity, compassion and fun!  Many thanks to 
those of you have donated, our link is still live so if you’re able, please sponsor your little reindeer 
using this link: 
 
St. Michael's Hospice (North Hampshire): Host Your Own Reindeer Run! 
N/B there is an automatic platform fee that can easily be removed before donating. 
 
Englefield Snowman Trail 
Here we ‘snow’ again! The Englefield Estate Snowman Trail is back for 2025. Wrap up warm and head 
out with family and friends and see how many you can find!  The 20 wooden snowmen have been 
painted by local children, and you can find them in woodlands near Mortimer West End, Mortimer, 
Silchester and Burghfield Common.  This year’s trail will be open every day from Thursday 18th 
December until Monday 5th January 2026.  If you need a helping hand to track down the snowmen, an 
interactive or pdf map can be found using the following link:  Englefield Estate Snowman Trail 

Extra bonus points for finding the two snowmen below painted by some of our children at Silchester. 
 

 

https://stmichaelshospicenorthhampshire.enthuse.com/pf/rachel-moir
https://englefield.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=efc01c052c834ca391f76ffc7c9006c1


Lockdown/Fire Drills 
A few parents have been nervous at the fact that we have practiced our lockdown drill at Silchester 
recently, so I just wanted to explain and hopefully put everyone’s mind at rest.  As a school we have 
numerous policies and procedures for multiple things.  Children’s safety will always be our number 
one priority.  To be health and safety compliant, we practice these procedures, just like we practice a 
fire drill, so that we can be as prepared as possible for any emergency, even though it is extremely 
unlikely we will ever need to do so.  Practicing a lockdown drill sounds much scarier than it actually is! 
 
Teachers keep all children in their classroom and communicate a headcount to the office so that 
everyone is accounted for.  We try to do this without children even being aware that it has happened 
and is simply a chance for staff to feel confident in the procedure.  In the summer term, when the 
weather is kinder, we will practice a full lockdown which will involve evacuating the school to the 
sports field.  When we do this, we will not scare the children with any age-inappropriate talk and 
instead turn it into a game or a race for a long-distance register etc.  I will let you know in advance of 
this practice so that you are prepared for any conversations should they arise.  Please feel free to 
come and talk to me at any time should you have any questions or concerns. 
 
A word from the Governors: 
As the Governing Board, our role is to support and challenge the school leadership so that every child 
can thrive. We’re very proud of the progress made this year and wanted to share some highlights. 
2025 has been a busy year for Silchester, with a lot of amazing achievements – we had a very 
successful visit from Ofsted, we got great results in KS2 SATS, the Year 4 times tables test and Year 1 
phonics and the EYFS area refurbishment and new outdoor learning shelters are fabulous! The 
governors would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for their dedication, resilience and hard 
work! 
 
We would also like to thank and recognise the hard work of the governors who have stepped down 
over the past 12 months. Heartfelt thanks to Sally Raeside, to Paul King who has stepped down as 
Chair, and to Cynthia Howells and Mary Viney who were governors for 9 years. We really appreciate all 
the time and expertise you dedicated to the School. 
 
We would also like to thank the children of Silchester for your enthusiasm and embodying the values 
that make Silchester such a wonderful school, and to the parents for making it such a happy 
supportive community.  We look forward to seeing our school flourish next year and wish everyone a 
happy and relaxing Christmas! 
 
From the Governing Body: Liv Edwards (Chair), Danny Gibbons (Vice Chair), Deb Forrester, Rev Karen 
West, Kirsten Johnston, James Stacey, Emily Clapson, Vanessa Dore and Kate Wright. 
 
And finally…! 
I remain so grateful to be blessed as part of our community both in and out of school.  Many thanks for 
all your kindness and support.  I sincerely hope that you and your families have a joyful and peaceful 
Christmas.  It can take a lot out a person to create ‘Christmas Magic’ - look after yourselves and each 
other.  The Power of PACE poster overleaf may be nice to apply to yourself as well as your children! 

Don’t forget that the first Monday back is an INSET Day so we will look forward to welcoming your 
children back to school on Tuesday 6th January and can’t wait to start another year together. 

Rachel Moir 
Rachel Moir  
Head of School 
  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 


